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Dundee Musicians' Award Guidelines 2025/26
Purpose of Scheme
This award makes grants to Dundee-based musicians towards professional development, researching and creating new work in any genre.
Who can apply?

The scheme is open to Dundee based musicians only i.e. musicians who live within the Dundee City Council boundary.  Applicants may be of any age and at any stage of their career.  All applicants will be expected to demonstrate a commitment to developing their practice.
What will grants be given for?
Priority will be given to proposals which will lead to enhanced performance and creative skills.  Examples of activities may be: 

· short-term or one-off training courses 

· workshops 

· conference fees 

· master-classes 

· mentoring 

· other experiences which lead to improved professional skills 

· travel to see work 

· working with new partners or producers to create new works
· exploring opportunities for future projects
· collaborations and co-writing.
Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:
· the quality of the musician's work

· the expected impact of support on the applicant's creative development

· the clarity of purpose behind the submission and reasons given for applying for an award

· the quality of the information/material supplied

· the level of commitment to development of practice.
· How the project fits within the Dundee Cultural Strategy 2024 -34 goals, in particular –Outcome 3 - Ignite Ambition and Creativity.
Please note that priority will be given to applications for grants that will support the process of research and development of new work in any genre. 
Exclusions
· Funding will not be awarded retrospectively
· *Applicants should leave at least six weeks from the application deadline to the project start date before commencing the project. Your project must start after that date to be eligible*
How to apply

The Dundee Musician's Award application form should be completed.  The form should be e-mailed to the address on the application form. You must answer all the questions even if it is to state that the question is not applicable.

Applications will only be considered with supporting audio material submitted. Direct links to specific tracks or songs as opposed to a profile page is required. 
Please note that Leisure and Culture Dundee cannot accept responsibility for damage to or loss of material submitted in support of applications, although we will exercise all possible care in handling this material.
In 2025/26 DMA will be offering Awards of £500 to a maximum of £1000
· £500 Early-Career Bursary for musicians that have been practicing for less than 5 years. This includes recent graduates (2019 or later) and those that have not studied music formally but have been performing for up to 5 years. 
· £1,000 Bursary for musicians who have been performing for over 5 years, regardless of whether they have gone through formal education or not.
Applicants are encouraged to request the appropriate sum of money required for their project and not to expect to receive the maximum grant available. The number and size of grants made will be dependent upon the applications received. The awards panel reserves the right to offer a different amount to that requested.  

Closing date for applications: 5pm on FRIDAY 25 JULY 2025.
All applicants will be advised within 6 weeks of that date of the outcome.
If you have any queries regarding the applications procedure, email angela.doran@leisureandculturedundee.com
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