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Press Release

Revealing Characters – Exhibition runs until 03 February 2019
Revealing Characters continues its popular run at The McManus. The selection of works reflects the diverse range of styles and approaches taken by artists in their challenge to represent their sitters and keep them real. From poets and muses to men with big noses there is plenty to inspire and entertain in this dynamic display.

People fascinate us, hence the enduring attraction of the portrait. The exhibition looks beneath the surface to uncover the stories of the people on display. These individuals have been captured for posterity. Some for their achievements in the fields of the arts, science and politics - from Nobel prize-winners to Turner prize-winners. Others, mainly artists’ wives, family members and friends, are depicted merely for their availability and willingness to pose.  

Also included is our contribution for the Scotland’s Year of Young People which features a special display of portraits of children and young people by celebrated photographer Joseph McKenzie.
Sinclair Aitken, Chair of Leisure & Culture Dundee said

 “Due to the generosity of individuals and organisations both past and present, Dundee’s art collection represents nationally significant figures and ordinary Dundonians. This is another 'must see' presentation by the dedicated and talented staff members of The McManus."

Leisure & Culture Dundee are grateful to the Democratic Left for our most recent acquisition, the portrait of political theorist Tom Nairn by Sandy Moffat.

Admission Free. Opening Times: Mon to Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 12.30-4.30pm.

For information visit www.leisureandculturedundee.com and www.mcmanus.co.uk 
Follow us on social media: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram @McManusDundee

Ends

Notes to editors

A recent donation to the collection is Alexander Moffat’s portrait of the prominent Scottish writer and political theorist, Tom Nairn. He is known for his scholarly work on nationalism and his influential arguments for an independent Scotland within a global context.

Also included in the exhibition:
August John’s portrait of Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965), one of the most recognised figures of the 20th century. A theologian, philosopher musician and noted physician, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1952 for his medical work in tropical Africa. He was an ardent opponent of atomic warfare and, in a 1957 radio broadcast, spoke to a worldwide audience against nuclear testing.

Wolfgang Tillmans’ wolfsnap [self-portrait], Tillman’s photography encompasses an encyclopaedic subject matter from landscape, portrait and still life to abstract works created in the darkroom. He is often described as the ‘chronicler of his generation’ and his seemingly effortless ‘snapshot’ portraits have been a key influence on fashion appearing in many style magazines. Tillmans won the Turner Prize in 2000.
A display of work by Joseph McKenzie, regarded by many as the father of modern Scottish photography.  He arrived in Dundee in the 1960s to take up a teaching post at Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art. He was the first photographer to be exhibited by the Scottish Arts Council. His preference was to create images for large documentary essays. Each chart the incredible social and physical changes of the late twentieth century.

Images free to use available at http://www.leisureandculturedundee.com/media-pack/portraiture-exhibition
Address: 

The McManus: Dundee’s Art Gallery & Museum

Albert Square, Meadowside

Dundee

DD1 1DA
For media enquiries contact Kevin McGinley on 01382 431538 or email kevin.mcginley@leisureandculturedundee.com
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