
Dundee 2017 POTENTIAL MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR - OTHER M

MAJOR - CYCLING / ACTIVITY BASED MC

MAJOR - EATING ME

MAJOR - WORDS & SONGS MWS

MAJOR - VISUAL ARTS MV

WEDUNDEE

ID POTENTIAL MAJOR EVENT IDEAS - OTHER Theme CAT

4578 The Breaking the Law downhill skateboarding event a permanent feature and for it 

to be transformed into a mini weekend long music, food, sustainability and extreme 

sports festival up the Law. I would also like to see the vast amounts of empty 

warehouses and buildings turned into community workshops/spaces. Dundee 

needs to encourage small startups and sustainable/environmental initiatives. I 

would also like to see more fruit trees and community garden space. There is a vast 

amount of unused space in dundee that could be used. More palces like the tin 

roofs studios or wasps, or skill share spaces.

environment

M

4579 A city-wide festival of design, with a Thomas Heatherwick installation in City Square. 

Be great to see something like his Shanghai Pavilion in the middle of town. He's a 

Dundee Uni honorary graduate as well, so there is a connection.

other

M

4610 A National Theatre Live performance to take place in Dundee and be shown across 

the rest of the UK.

people
M

4613 A radio station run by and for young people and their communities and 

broadcasting to the city or online. The model for this can be found at BBG1 in 

Baldragon Academy in the north of the city. Through the school system young 

people would be engaged in the programming, content and delivery of broadcasts 

to their peers and communities. Quality would be assured by school staff.

people

M

4649 A  day of celebration of Dundee's Great War Poets: Linton, Lee & Nicholson, makes 

3.

people
M

4707 the City square as a 'meeting place' or cultural crucible with a cafe culture - how my 

grandmother describe it to be. Citizens of the city used to meet at the 'Pillars' (the 

old town hall). Resurrect the 'spirit of the pillars' - it used to be a special meeting 

place for the people of Dundee.

environment

M

4770 More choice in evening and night time leisure activities, for example late nights at 

the museums, events in parks; a night time cafe at Mills Observatory, full moon 

hikes, midnight iceskating/swim/dodgeball. Not necessarily night time, but would 

love a river boat tour of the tay (a good storyteller telling tales of the tay where they 

took place, and could have an outdoor museum element with lighting/projections 

of short films/images marking the sites of interest)

people

M

4852 An oral history project to catalogue the fascinating experiences of people who have 

seen so much change in our city (and the world). This might be a way to involve 

older people, possibly in homes or sheltered housing complexes (with their 

permission obviously!) and recognise the fact that 'new Dundee' evolved, rather 

than just appeared.

people

M

4877 An empathetic commemoration of William McGonagall, widely reviled as the worst 

poet on earth!  His works provide entertainment (which is why he wrote them) and 

(unknown to him) a social history of late 19th-century Dundee, its attitudes and 

priorities.  He died in embarrassed poverty and in the modern era would have been 

a tabloid or reality-tv celebrity!  He is part of Dundee's culture!

people

M

4892 We have a fantastic repertory theatre and I would love to see an outdoor 

performance outside during the summer. Somewhere with great views as a perfect 

backdrop to the performance, possibly as a centrepiece to a festival celebrating 

Dundee and the arts :)

other

M

4981 Dundee- City of 7's. Make attractions at all 7 city gates: nethergate, wellgate, 

cowgate, seagate, overgate, murraygate and marketgate. Also celebrate 7 hills that 

city stands on (like Rome!): Law, Balgay, Hawkhill, Gallowhill, Barnhill, Forthill and 

menzieshill.

other

M

5115 music and literature are strong in Dundee - pop up story telling, poetry and music 

(acoustic, folk, classical) at random places (seabreas, city square, overgate, baxter 

park), not huge events just happenings

people
M

5173 outdoor (indoor) screening of Mike Gibb's Dundee Trilogy. people M

SHUNT CULTURE

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Are we Here? Multi disciplinary arts festival
M

A festival of place - exploring notions of place and 

identity.

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

50 Things That Made Dundee BBC Radio Scotland. Anna Day. £5000
M

Using different archives from the city to collate a 

history of the 50 items that created the city. 

Presented by Prof Sue Black.
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Dundee 2017 POTENTIAL MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR - OTHER M

MAJOR - CYCLING / ACTIVITY BASED MC

MAJOR - EATING ME

MAJOR - WORDS & SONGS MWS

WEDUNDEE MAJOR - VISUAL ARTS MV

ID MAJOR EVENT IDEAS - CYCLING / ACTIVITY BASED Theme CAT

4665 Tayside tandems (forget your Boris bikes), free of charge with cycle space for 

people to glide through and round our city centre space and beyond with improved 

safety and green space. Building on Dundee growing as a digital and tech hub, offer 

free wifi across the city centre, providing areas where people can use digital 

resources free of charge. This, in itself, could help Dundee, in just a very small but 

important way, to break down inequality of access to resources and information 1. 

Inspire, 2. Grow, 3. Keep healthy

environment

MC

4671 More cycle routes to compliment and extend the green circular route. environment MC

4673 Froome, Wiggins or Mo cycle or road race.   The Dundee Gait Invitational.   A lapped 

event passing through or past Well, Cow, Sea, Market, Over-gaits, with a sprint 

finish on the waterfront.

people
MC

4746 World class walking and separate cycle paths (Dutch and Danish style) in and 

through the city. We have a great opportunity right now at the waterfront 

development to get it right.

environment
MC

4765 a "tour de Dundee" cycle race over a route completely within the boundary of the 

Kingsway.

people
MC

4782 a mass cycle down the length of the kingsway other MC

4822 A city centre cycling race as they had in Perth recently, a music festival, more and 

better quality restaurants, better use of unused, abandoned buildings

environment
MC

5137 a city wide cycle hire scheme like in Bordeaux, France - join up for the day or a week 

and make use of one of the hundreds of cycles in stations situated all over town. 

make the first 30 minutes free, then it’s £1 or £2 an hour, depending on which deal 

you’ve opted for - all the while promoting healthy living, sustainable transport and a 

cheaper option for people to get around!

environment

MC

5284 For more people to enjoy commuting by bike in the city, on new bike paths. environment
MC

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Festival of Skate Culture and Art Dudhope Skate Park, DCA. Elaine Pratt. £3000 People MC

LEISURE AND CULTURE DUNDEE

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Cycling Cinema in Dundee Camperdown Park. Cycling cinema in Camperdown Park. Bikes generate 

power for screen.

DUNDEE CONTEMPORARY ARTS

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Blue Skies Across Dundee. Clive Gillman. £75,000 Environment. Light.
MC

Dundee's festival of kiteflying, Stargazing and 

Rainbow chasing.
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Dundee 2017 POTENTIAL MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR - OTHER M

MAJOR - CYCLING / ACTIVITY BASED MC

MAJOR - EATING ME

MAJOR - WORDS & SONGS MWS

WEDUNDEE MAJOR - VISUAL ARTS MV

ID MAJOR EVENT IDEAS - FOOD / EATING Theme CAT

4464 traditional pie shops environment ME

5160 a senseless and catastrophic cake collision competition. Dundee cake? Cake 

demolition derby.

people
ME

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Youth People's Cultural Festival The Shore, with City wide satelite venues. Gail Thomson. Youth arts. Food.
ME

Series of exhibitions, performances etc of young 

people's works.

Sing for your Supper V&A. Beverley Black. £35,000 People
ME

Singing groups performing at V&A opening. Cooking 

groups catering for the launch of the V&A.

ID MAJOR EVENT IDEAS - WORDS & SOUNDS Theme CAT

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

The Poetry Bus Around Scotland. Anna Day. £13,000 People

MWS

Small bus that travels around the north of Scotland 

promoting poetry. Can travel to festivals, schools etc. 

Decorated by DJCAD students, carrying a stock of 

poetry books and leaflets

Words across the water: Dundee Literary Festival Various venues. Anna Day. £20,000 MWS Extend already existing literary festival

Makar Anna Day. £1000-£25,000 People
MWS

Appoint a Makar on a 5 year appointment - UK's first 

digital Makar

The Nobel SELS Uni of Dundee. Anna Day. £18,000 (paid by Uni of Dundee) People

MWS

Saturday Evening Lecture Series - longest free 

running lecture series in Scotland. In 2017 we would 

run the series with Novel Prize winners from 

different disciplines.

Comic Trail Various venues. Anna Day. £40,000 Environment
MWS

A series of eith comic strips on disused walls or 

buildings - one in each of the city's wards.

Dundee Reads Libraries, public venues and schools. £19,200. Books. Reading. Writing.

MWS

Commission of a short story to be written in local 

dialect and themed on Dundee. Story then produced 

and distributed widely and read at the same time.

Famous Dundonians Book Books. Reading.
MWS

Public invited to nominate famous Dundonians. Top 

50/100 are written about.

Dundee Festival Libraries, public venues and schools. £15000 Books. Reading. Writing. Major library Festival incorporating a celebration of 

local creative writing talent.

S:\Events 2013\DUNDEE 2017\WeDundee Submissions\weDundee 2017 - Major Event Ideas 3



Dundee 2017 POTENTIAL MAJOR EVENTS

MAJOR - OTHER M

MAJOR - CYCLING / ACTIVITY BASED MC

MAJOR - EATING ME

MAJOR - WORDS & SONGS MWS

MAJOR - VISUAL ARTS MV

ID MAJOR EVENT IDEAS - VISUAL ARTS Theme CAT

DUNDEE CONTEMPORARY ARTS

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Pulse Bridge Rail Bridge, Clive Gillman, £750,000 River
MV

Development of a body of work by Canada based 

artists Rafael Lozano-Hemmer. Temporary public art 

work on Tay Bridge.

The Splash and the Bubble DCA Gallery. Clive Gillman. £70,000 Environment
MV

International contemporary artists responding to 

D'Arcy Thompson's book 'On Growth and Form' 

largely written in Dundee.

Small Society Lab 2017 DCA and across Dundee, Clive Gillman, £100,000 ALL
MV

Collaboration with DCA, Dundee Uni, Abertay, NESTA 

and Creative Scotland - bringing art and technology 

together.

Discovery Film Festival DCA and across Scotland, Clive Gillman, £100,000 Environment / Light
MV

International Film Festival for Young Audiences.

Before my Helpless Sight DCA, Clive Gillman, £60,000 People
MV

An exhibition marking the role played by art and 

artists of the past 100 years of war / conflict.

LEISURE AND CULTURE DUNDEE

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

THE MCMANUS GALLERY AND MUSEUM

Learning and Engagement Milestones 2014-2016 The McManus Gallery and Museum. Christine Miller. People MV Three youth exhibitions

Dundee: City in Transition The McManus Gallery and Museum. Anna Robertson. £40-80k People
MV

Exhibition and online project. Joseph McKenzie, 

photography of Dunde. Commission a new version.

Fine Art Milestones The McManus Gallery and Museum. Anna Robertson. ALL
MV

Milestone exhibitions from current programme - 

2014 / 2015 & 2016

The McManus: A History in 150 objects The McManus Gallery and Museum. Anna Robertson. £60k ALL
MV

Exhibition showcasing 150 objects from the City's 

collections to celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

McManus.

Dundee Collectors Exhibition The McManus Gallery and Museum. Anna Roberston. £80k ALL

MV

Exhibition focussing on Dundee collectors - bring 

back a small number of works that were purchased 

by local collectors. Stage an exhibition around 

Orchard in Blossom  by Van Gogh.

Conservation and redisplay of the Burns Banner The McManus Gallery and Museum. Fiona Sinclair. £3187.50. Secured funding
MV

Conservation and redisplay of the silk Burns Banner

My Community, My Museum The Collections Unit and The McManus. Fiona Sinclair. £40,000
MV

Curators and Conservators engaging with individuals 

and organisations to collect, record, care and share 

objects from their lives.

Roman Empire: Power and People The McManus Gallery and Museum. Fiona Sinclair. £50,000

MV

Touring exhibition combining objects from the British 

Museum's collections of Roman, Romano-British and 

Romano-Egyptian material.

Generation Dundee The McManus Gallery and Museum. Christine Miller. £25,000 People
MV

Focus on McManus programme and events - 150th 

anniversary.

Light on the Tay Mills Observatory. Christine Miller. £30,000 River. Light. MV Year long residency at the Mills Observatory.

Public Art - "Oor Wullie Sculpture" Albert Square. £50,000
MV

DC Thomson have agreed that Oor Wullie can be 

turned into a public sculpture. Project team and 

sculptor required.

McGonagall's Last Stand City Square. Judy Dobbie. Homecoming

MV

Commission a plinth to be sited in the City Square. 

First production would be a modern day McGonagall 

Festival - reading of poems in costume.

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE - TAYSIDE MEDICAL HISTORY MUSEUM

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Health, Well-being and the Arts Ninewells Hospital. Matthew Jarron People
MV

Linking culture and the arts to health and well-being.

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE - MUSEUM SERVICES

TITLE LOCATION, CONTACT, BUDGET THEME CATEGORY NOTES

Stewart Carmichael Exhibition Lamb Gallery, University of Dundee. Matthew Jarron. £3500 People
MV

Exhibition celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 

birth of Stewart Carmichael.

On Growth and Form centenary Exhibition Lamb Gallery, University of Dundee. Matthew Jarron. £5000 People. Environment
MV

Exhibition celebrating the centenary of the 

publication of D'Arcy Thompson's book On Growth 

and Form. 

Great War Dundee. Matthew Jarron. £2000 People
MV

Stage numerous events (between 2014-2019) to 

commemorate the First World War .
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