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The Sky in November 2025
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Sky at 9 pm on 15th November 2025

[Chart courtesy of www.heavens-above.com]
The highest point in the sky, due south, is occupied by Andromeda during November mid-evenings.  The Square of Pegasus is still prominent slightly west of due south and the upper left hand star of the Square, Alpheratz, is actually the brightest star of Andromeda.  The line of rather less bright stars which extend north-westward from Alpheratz are all within Andromeda although they appear to form the back leg of the flying horse.  This is the time to have a look at our nearest large galaxy, the Andromeda Galaxy, at a distance of 2.5 million light years.  This galaxy is rather larger than our own Milky Way Galaxy with a diameter of 150,000 light years and contains around one trillion stars.  Look two stars left of Alpheratz, then two fainter stars upwards and, if you have good eyesight and it is a dark moonless night, you may just see a faint ellipse of light. This is the Andromeda Galaxy and you will see it more easily if you use binoculars or a small telescope. Because of its distance, what you are seeing is light which left the galaxy 2.5 million years ago, so you are looking back in time to the galaxy as it was then! 
Following Andromeda to the east are the constellations of Perseus, Auriga and Gemini, with Orion rising in the east. By 10pm the familiar arrangement of the three stars of Orion’s belt, orange Betelgeuse above and blue supergiant star, Rigel, below are unmistakable as this most famous of constellations rises during November nights. There is much in these constellations to see as they swing to their highest place in the sky over the next few months.

The November meteor shower is the Leonid shower which appear to radiate from the constellation of Leo.  Maximum this year occurs at 6pm on the 17th November, so I suggest you look at a nice dark area of your sky on the nights of the 16-17th and 17-18th when most will be seen. The Moon will be 27 days old and so its light will not interfere with the bright meteors. The particles which strike the Earth’s upper atmosphere originate from Comet Tempel-Tuttle which has a 33 year orbit of the Earth.  Because of this there may be large numbers of meteors seen every 33 years as occurred spectacularly in 1833 and 1966.  Unfortunately this year the Earth does not intersect with any of the comet’s previous orbits and we are only likely to see around 20 per hour. This number should rise significantly towards the end of the 2020s.    

During November Mercury, Venus and Mars have moved too close to the Sun in the sky so it will not be possible to see them throughout the month.

Jupiter rises in the north-east at around 8pm and will reach its highest elevation of 55 degrees at 4am. This is the ideal time to view Jupiter with a telescope as more details can be seen when planets are at a high elevation.  With binoculars you will easily be able to see the four main Galilean moons of Jupiter as they change position while orbiting the planet. If you can, mount your binoculars on a photographic tripod, otherwise try to steady your arm on a wall or fence.

During November, Saturn will be almost due south at 8pm at an elevation of 30 degrees.  The rings are still at a small angle to the planet and may be difficult to see with binoculars, but you may be lucky if you can keep the binoculars very steady.  You should also be able to see the largest and brightest of Saturn’s satellites, Titan.  With a small to medium sized telescope you will easily see these features, and perhaps a few of the fainter satellites of Saturn.
The Moon will be full on the 5th, a last quarter on the 12th, new on the 20th and at first quarter on the 28th November.
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